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IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  

Guru Stotram consists of 14       . They are taken from Guru     , which is a 

part of Skanda P   ṇa, one of the 18 p   ṇams. Guru      has 274 verses; out 

of which, 13 were selected at random by                         for our 

chanting. The 14th verse is not from Guru     . 

One of the popular definitions of guru, as given in Guru      itself is - "gu" 

stands for inner darkness of ignorance; "ru" stands for internal light of 

knowledge, which eliminates ignorance. Thus, 'guru' means, THE ONE WHO 

DRIVES AWAY THE STUDENT'S IGNORANCE, BY IMPARTING KNOWLEDGE. 

CCoommmmoonn  

All the 13 verses end with "                                        ", meaning "I offer my 

            to that       guru.        means, wealth. I worship that guru, who 
has the wealth of knowledge.  

Verse - 1 

अखण्डमण्डलाकारं व्याप्तं येन चराचरम ्। 
तत्पदं दर्शित ंयेन तस्म ैश्रीगुरवे नम: ।। 

akhaṇḍamaṇḍalākāraṃ vyāptaṃ yena carācaram 

tatpadaṃ darśitaṃ yena ta mai śr   rave nama  [śl kā-1] 

I worship that guru, who has taught me TThhaatt  (ttaatt  ppaaddaaṃṃ  ddaarrśśiittaaṃṃ  yyeennaa), 

which is the Ultimate Substance of the entire cosmos (aakkhhaaṇṇḍḍaa  mmaaṇṇḍḍaallaa  

āākkāārraaṃṃ); and, which pervades (vvyyāāppttaaṃṃ) both mobile living-beings and 

stationary inert entities (ccaarraa  and  aaccaarraamm). 
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Verse - 2 

अज्ञानततममरान्धस्य ज्ञानाञ्जन शलाकया । 
चक्षुरुन्मीललत ंयेन तस्मै श्रीगुरव ेनम: ।। 
 

ajñānatimirāndha ya jñānāñjanaśalākayā  
cakṣ r nm litaṃ yena ta mai śr   rave nama   śl kā-2] 

 

I worship that guru, by whom the cataract of ignorance (aajjññāānnaa  

ttiimmiirrāānnddhhaassyyaa) is removed by the needle dipped in knowledge (jjññāānnāāññjjaannaa  

śśaallāākkaayyāā) and because of whom my eyes of wisdom is bright and clear (ccaakkṣṣ      

uunnmm  lliittaaṃṃ). 

 

Verse - 3 

गुरुर्ब्रह्मा गुरुर्विष्ण:ु गुरुदेवो महेश्वर: । 
गुरुरवेपर ंर्ब्ह्म तस्मै श्रीगरुव ेनम: ।। 
 
  r rbrahmā   r rviṣṇ     r rdev  maheśvara    

gururevaparaṃ brahma ta mai śr   rave nama   II [śl kā-3] 
 

My guru Himself is in the form of Supreme Brahman (gguurruu    eevvaa  ppaarraaṃṃ  

bbrraahhmmaa). He appears as - (1) B      (gguurruu   bbrraahhmmāā), the creator of 
knowledge; (2) Viṣṇu (gguurruu   vviiṣṣṇṇuu  ), the sustainer of knowledge; and, (3)      
(gguurruu   ddeevvoo  mmaahheeśśvvaarraa  ), the destroyer of ignorance. That guru, I worship.  

 

Verse - 4 

स्थावरं जङ्गमं व्याप्तं यत्त्कञ्ञ्चत्सचराचरम् ।  
तत्पदं दर्शित ंयेन तस्म ैश्रीगुरवे नम: ।। 
 
 thāvaraṃ jaṇ amaṃ vyāptaṃ yatkiñcit acarācaram  
tatpadaṃ darśitaṃ yena ta mai śr   rave nama    [śl kā-4] 

 

I worship my guru, who revealed That Brahman (ttaatt  ppaaddaaṃṃ  ddaarrśśiittaaṃṃ  yyeennaa), 

who pervades (      p  ṃp  ṃ) the whole creation, consisting of the stationary 
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(sstthhāā    ṃ    ṃ), the moving (  ṇ  ṇ    ṃ    ṃ), the sentient (ccaarraa) and the insentient 

inert (aaccaarraamm) ones. 

 

Verse - 5 

मचन्मयं व्यातपयत्सवं त्रलैोक्यं सचराचरम् । 
तत्पदं दर्शित ंयेन तस्म ैश्रीगुरवे नम: ।। 
 
cinmayaṃ vyāpiyat arvaṃ trailokyaṃ  acarācaram   

tatpadaṃ darśitaṃ yena ta mai śr   rave nama   II [śl kā-5] 

 

I worship my guru, who revealed the Ultimate Truth, the Consciousness 

principle (cciinnmmaayyaaṃṃ) which pervades (yyaatt  vvyyāāppii) all (ssaarrvvaaṃṃ) the worlds, 

higher lok  s, middle lok  s & lower lok  s (ttrraaiillookkyyaaṃṃ); along with, sentient 

movable beings and insentient immovable ones (ssaa  ccaarraa  aaccaarraamm). 

Consciousness & Existence pervade the sentient beings and Existence alone 

pervades the insentient entities. 

 

Verse - 6 

सवरश्रुततलशरोरत्नतवराजजतपदाम्बुज: । 
वेदान्ताम्बुजसूयो य: तस्म ैश्रीगरुवे नम: ।। 
 

 arvaśr tiśir ratnavirājitapadāmb ja   
vedāntāmb ja  ry  ya  ta mai śr   rave nama    [śl kā-6] 
 

The guru's feet shine (vviirrāājjiittaa) with the precius stones (rraattnnaa) of knowledge of 

the up   ṣ    (ssaarrvvaa  śśrruuttii  ). This spiritual knowledge is compared to lotus-like 

guru's feet (ppaaddaa  aammbbuujjaa  ) - enables me to traverse the ignorance-born 

notional distance between me, the     , and the p        . For me, to start 

with, the  p   ṣ   looked like a closed lotus-bud only; but now, with the arrival 

of the guru as the rising sun (ssūūrryyaa    yyaa  ), the  p   ṣ   lotus-bud blossoms 

fully, revealing its glory of spiritual wisdom (vveeddāānnttaa  aammbbuujjaa). I offer my 

            to such a guru. 
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Verse - 7 

चैतन्य: शाश्वत: शान्तो व्योमातीतो तनरञ्जन: । 
तबन् नादकलातीत: तस्मै श्रीगुरव ेनम: ।। 
 

caitanya  śāśvata  śānt  vy māt t  nirañjana   
bind nādakalāt ta  ta mai śr   rave nama           [śl kā-7] 
 

My guru is pure Consciousness (ccaaiittaannyyaa  ), which is eternal (śśāāśśvvaattaa  ), which 

is ever peaceful (śśāānnttaa  ), which is beyond (aatt  ttaa  ) even the  subtlest            

(vvyyoommaa aatt  ttaa  ), which is beyond causal names and forms (bbiinndduu), which is 

beyond subtle names and forms (nnāāddaa), which is beyond gross names and 

forms (kkaallāā). To that guru, I offer my worship. 

 

Verse - 8 

ज्ञानशलिसमारूढ: तत्त्वमालातवभूतित: । 
भुलिमुलिप्रदाता च तस्म ैश्रीगरुवे नम: ।। 
 
jñānaśakti amār ḍha  tattvamālāvibh ṣita   
bh ktim ktipradātā ca ta mai śr   rave nama  [śl kā-8] 

 

I worship my guru, who has the power of knowledge (jjññāānnaa  śśaakkttii ssaammaa  

āārrūūḍḍhhaa  ), who is adorned  with the beautiful garland of spiritual knowledge 

(ttaattttvvaa  mmāāllāā  vviibbhhūūṣṣiittaa  ), whose worship blesses me with material benefits 

(bbhhuukkttii  pprraaddāāttāā) and spiritual benefit (mmuukkttii  pprraaddāāttāā  ccaa). 

 

Verse - 9 

अनेकजन्मसम्प्राप्तकमरबन्धतवदातहने । 
आत्मज्ञानप्रदानेन तस्मै श्रीगरुव ेनम: ।। 
 

anekajanma amprāptakarmabandhavidāhine  
ātmajñānapradānena ta mai śr   rave nama   [śl kā-9] 

 

With my guru's teaching of āāttmmaa  jjññāānnaamm (āāttmmaa  jjññāānnaa  pprraaddāānneennaa), all my 
binding   ṃ     causing        ,       & p                are burnt-
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down (kkaarrmmaa  bbaannddhhaa  vviiddāāhhiinnee), which        were acquired through many 
past           ss (aanneekkaa  jjaannmmaa  ssaammpprrāāppttaa). To that guru, I offer my 
           .  

 

Verse - 10 

शोिणं भवलसन्धोश्च ज्ञापन ंसारसम्पद: । 
गुरो: पादोदकं सम्यक् तस्मै श्रीगरुव ेनम: ।। 
 
śoṣaṇaṃ bhava indh śca jñāpanaṃ  āra ampada   
  r   pād dakaṃ  amyak ta mai śr   rave nama    [śl kā-10] 

 

The water used for washing my guru's feet (            ppāāddaa  uuddaakkaaṃṃ) - which 
symbolises spiritual knowledge - is capable of drying (śśooṣṣaaṇṇaaṃṃ) or flushing out 
the   ṃ     ocean (                          ) and is capable of revealing (jjññāāppaannaaṃṃ) 
the wealth of the Truth (ssāārr     p         p    ) of     -jagat-      . To that guru, I 
present my            . 

 

Verse - 11 

न गुरोरमधकं तत्त्वं न गरुोरमधकं तप: । 
तत्त्वज्ञानात् परं नास्स्त तस्मै श्रीगुरवे नम: ।। 
 

na guroradhikaṃ tattvaṃ na guroradhikaṃ tapa    
tattvajñānāt paraṃ nā ti ta mai śr   rave nama     [śl kā-11] 

 

There is no Truth greater than guru's teaching (            aaddhhiikkaaṃṃ  ttaattttvvaaṃṃ  nnaa). 
There is no   p    p   or  p                , greater than listening to the 
teaching of the guru (            aaddhhiikkaaṃṃ   p    p   nnaa). There is nothing superior to 
the Truth given by guru's teaching (ttaattttvvaajjññāānnāātt  ppaarraaṃṃ  nnāāssttii). To such a 
guru, I offer my worship.  

 

Verse - 12 

मन्नाथ: श्रीजगन्नाथ: मद्गरुु: श्रीजगद्गरुु:  । 
मदात्मा सवरभतूात्मा तस्मै श्रीगरुव ेनम: ।। 
 

mannātha  śr  ja annātha  mad  r   śr  ja ad  r    
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madātmā  arvabh tātmā ta mai śr   rave nama  [śl kā-12] 

 

I look upon my guru as the Supreme Lord of the world (                            

                      ) and the greatest teacher in the world (                          
                    ). With the teaching of my guru, I discovered the Truth that the 

āāttmmāā in me (mmaaddāāttmmāā) is the same āāttmmāā in all beings (ssaarrvvaa  bbhhūūttaa  āāttmmāā). To 
that guru I offer my prostrations. 

 

Verse - 13 

गुरुराददरनाददश्च गरुु: परमदैवतम् । 
गुरो: परतरं नास्स्त तस्म ैश्रीगरुवे नम: ।। 
 
  r rādiranādiśca   r   paramadaivatam  
  r   parataraṃ nā ti ta mai śr   rave nama   [śl kā-13] 

 

My guru, as the Lord, is the cause of the entire universe (                    ) and He is 
also beyond the cause (                  ). This means that, my guru, being Brahman, 
transcends both cause and effect. Therefore, my guru (          ) is the 
Supreme Deity (ppaarraammaa  ddaaiivvaattaamm). There is none superior to Him (            
p       ṃ      p       ṃ      ). To that guru I offer my p  ṇ   p  ṇ   .  

Verse - 14 

त्वमेव माता च तपता त्वमवे  
त्वमेव बन्धशु्च सखा त्वमवे । 
त्वमेव तवद्या द्रतवणं त्वमवे  
त्वमेव सवं मम देवदेव  ।।   
  
tvameva mātā ca pitā tvameva  
tvameva bandh śca  akhā tvameva  

tvameva vidyā draviṇaṃ tvameva  
tvameva sarvaṃ mama devadeva   śl kā-14] 

 

You are my mother (ttvvaammeevvaa  mmāāttāā), as you are responsible for the  birth of 
my wisdom and liberation. You are my father (ttvvaammeevvaa p   p   ), in terms of 
guidance. You are my relative (ttvvaammeevvaa               ), for sharing the ideas. You 
are my friend (ttvvaammeevvaa           ) showering compassion. You are my 
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knowledge or source of my knowledge (ttvvaammeevvaa           ). You are the source 
of my wealth (ttvvaammeevvaa ddrraavviiṇṇaaṃṃ), both material and spiritual. You are 
everything for me (ttvvaammeevvaa ssaarrvvaamm). You are the God of all Gods (mmaammaa 

ddeevvaaddeevvaa). 

Conclusion 

Thus, we begin our spiritual journey with the worship of guru as a person. 
Gradually, the worship should be shifted towards the teaching. THE TEACHER, AS 

A PERSON, IS FINITE; BUT, THE TEACHING IS PERENNIAL.           ,              and 
other great         have cast their mortal attire and they are no more 
available in their physical form. But, their teaching continues. WORSHIP OF GURU 

WILL BE MEANINGFUL, IF THE FOCUS IS SHIFTED FROM GURU, THE PERSON, TO THE TEACHING; 
AND THEN, FROM THE TEACHING TO THE TRUTH, WHICH THE GURU REVEALED.  

 

       ṃ. 

 

ॐ पूणरमदः पूणरममदं पूणारत् पूणरमुदच्यते । 

पूणरस्य पूणरमादाय पूणरमेवावलशष्यते ॥ 

ॐ शातंतः शातंतः शांततः ॥ 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[NOTE::  Compiled by M/s K.             & P.                .  Please communicate corrections to 
balusha74@gmail.com] 
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