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Lecture of Piijyasri Swami Paramarthanandaji

(Source: Lectures of Piijyasri Swami Paramarthanandaji)

Introduction

Guru Stotram consists of 14 Slokas. They are taken from Guru Gita, which is a
part of Skanda Purana, one of the 18 puranams. Guru Gita has 274 verses; out
of which, 13 were selected at random by Swami Dayananda Saraswati for our

chanting. The 14" verse is not from Guru Gita.

One of the popular definitions of guru, as given in Guru Gita itself is - "gu
stands for inner darkness of ignorance; "ru" stands for internal light of
knowledge, which eliminates ignorance. Thus, 'guru’ means, THE ONE WHO

DRIVES AWAY THE STUDENT'S IGNORANCE, BY IMPARTING KNOWLEDGE.

Common

All the 13 verses end with "tasmai Srigurave namah", meaning "I offer my
namaskarams to that Sriguru. Sri means, wealth. I worship that guru, who
has the wealth of knowledge.

Verse -1
SGUSHUSHATRR TG I TRTARH_ |
acus fid a9 a8 sfRa 75 1

akhandamandalakaram vyaptam yena caracaram
tatpadam darsitam yena tasmai $rigurave namah [Sloka-1]

I worship that guru, who has taught me That (tat padam darsitam yena),
which is the Ultimate Substance of the entire cosmos (akhanda mandala
akaram); and, which pervades (vyaptam) both mobile living-beings and

stationary inert entities (cara and acaram).
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Verse - 2

AR ATATSSIH AATRAT |
TagreHifad a9 a@t sfRa 79 11

s —  — .

caksurunmilitam yena tasmai $rigurave namah [$loka-2]

I worship that guru, by whom the cataract of ignorance (ajfiana
timirandhasya) is removed by the needle dipped in knowledge (jianaijana
salakaya) and because of whom my eyes of wisdom is bright and clear (caksuh

unmilitam).

Verse -3

TESIgl TSl Tadal AeaR: |
THRAUR sig] a9 sfiRa =91 1

gururbrahma gururvisnuh gururdevo mahesvarah I
gururevaparam brahma tasmai Srigurave namah II  [$loka-3]

My guru Himself is in the form of Supreme Brahman (guruh eva param
brahma). He appears as - (1) Brahma (guruh brahma), the creator of
knowledge; (2) Visnu (guruh visnuh), the sustainer of knowledge; and, (3) Siva
(guruh devo mahesvarah), the destroyer of ignorance. That guru, I worship.

Verse -4
TYTGR ST AT gfehSacTarT=a= |
acu< ffd a9 a8 sfRa =51: 1

sthavaram jangamam vyaptam yatkificitsacaracaram
tatpadam darsitam yena tasmai $rigurave namah [Sloka-4]

I worship my guru, who revealed That Brahman (tat padam darsitam yena),

who pervades (vyaptam) the whole creation, consisting of the stationary
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(sthavaram), the moving (jangamam), the sentient (cara) and the insentient

inert (acaram) ones.

Verse -5
Rd enfoaaad Ao g=Rm™=ERA |
aca< ffd a9 aw sfiiRa ==1: 11

cinmayam vyapiyatsarvam trailokyam sacaracaram I
tatpadam darSitam yena tasmai $rigurave namah II  [$loka-5]

I worship my guru, who revealed the Ultimate Truth, the Consciousness
principle (cinmayam) which pervades (yat vyapi) all (sarvam) the worlds,
higher lokas, middle lokas & lower lokas (trailokyam); along with, sentient
movable beings and insentient immovable ones (sa cara acaram).
Consciousness & Existence pervade the sentient beings and Existence alone

pervades the insentient entities.

Verse - 6

TR ST |
TSt a: a9 sfiRd =

sarvasrutiSiroratnavirajitapadambujah
vedantambujasiiryo yah tasmai $rigurave namah [$loka-6]

The guru's feet shine (virajita) with the precius stones (ratna) of knowledge of
the upanisads (sarva Srutih). This spiritual knowledge is compared to lotus-like
guru's feet (pada ambujah) - enables me to traverse the ignorance-born
notional distance between me, the jiva, and the paramatma. For me, to start
with, the upanisad looked like a closed lotus-bud only; but now, with the arrival
of the guru as the rising sun (stiryah yah), the upanisad lotus-bud blossoms
fully, revealing its glory of spiritual wisdom (vedanta ambuja). I offer my

namaskarams to such a guru.
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Verse -7
da=g: ATYA: AT saHTAa RRss1: |
frgareerardia: a8 sfira 79 11

caitanyah $asvatah $anto vyomatito niranjanah
bindunadakalatitah tasmai srigurave namah [$loka-7]

My guru is pure Consciousness (caitanyah), which is eternal (§asvatah), which
is ever peaceful (§antah), which is beyond (atitah) even the subtlest akasa
(vyoma atitah), which is beyond causal names and forms (bindu), which is
beyond subtle names and forms (nada), which is beyond gross names and

forms (kala). To that guru, I offer my worship.

Verse - 8
AFMFEHAREG: dxadTeiayfae: |
Jirgruerar o a8 sfiiRa T#|5: 1

jAianasaktisamartdhah tattvamalavibhisitah
bhuktimuktipradata ca tasmai Srigurave namah [$loka-8]

I worship my guru, who has the power of knowledge (jiidana $akti sama
aradhah), who is adorned with the beautiful garland of spiritual knowledge
(tattva mala vibhasitah), whose worship blesses me with material benefits
(bhukti pradata) and spiritual benefit (mukti pradata ca).

Verse -9

SAhFSTFHANTERHa=ufaEaa |

STeHATUETAT a8 sfiRa 75: 11

anekajanmasampraptakarmabandhavidahine
atmajfanapradanena tasmai Srigurave namah [$loka-9]

With my guru's teaching of atma jianam (atma jiiana pradanena), all my
binding samsara causing safcita, agami & prarabdha karmas are burnt-
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down (karma bandha vidahine), which karmas were acquired through many
past janmas (aneka janma samprapta). To that guru, I offer my
namaskarams.

Verse - 10

MYUi vafS=uig] AT9H IR |
TRY: gIgigeh ax e a1 sfRa =14 11

$osanam bhavasindhos$ca jiidapanam sarasampadah
guroh padodakam samyak tasmai srigurave namah  [$loka-10]

The water used for washing my guru's feet (guroh pada udakam) - which
symbolises spiritual knowledge - is capable of drying (Sosanam) or flushing out
the samsara ocean (bhava sindhoh) and is capable of revealing (jiapanam)
the wealth of the Truth (sara sampadah) of jiva-jagat-iSvara. To that guru, I

present my namaskarams.

Verse - 11

= RIRAYeh a7 RS qu: |
A AT R A1fET a8 sfiyRa =4: 11

na guroradhikam tattvam na guroradhikam tapah I
tattvajianat param nasti tasmai $rigurave namah II  [$loka-11]

There is no Truth greater than guru's teaching (guroh adhikam tattvam na).
There is no tapah or upadesa or sadhana, greater than listening to the
teaching of the guru (guroh adhikam tapah na). There is nothing superior to
the Truth given by guru's teaching (tattvajianat param nasti). To such a
guru, I offer my worship.

Verse - 12

71y 2Ty age: shiemgs: |
HETHT TdYATHT a8 sfiRra =+: 11

mannathah $ri jagannathah madguruh $ri jagadguruh
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madatma sarvabhitatma tasmai $rigurave namah [Sloka-12]

I look upon my guru as the Supreme Lord of the world (mannathah $ri
jagannathah) and the greatest teacher in the world (madguruh S$ri
jagadguruh). With the teaching of my guru, I discovered the Truth that the
atma in me (madatma) is the same atma in all beings (sarva bhata atma). To
that guru I offer my prostrations.

Verse - 13

TRRIRRATR Y TF: U |
TRY: uReR A1 a7 sfiRa =91 11

gururadiranadisca guruh paramadaivatam
guroh parataram nasti tasmai Srigurave namah [$loka-13]

My guru, as the Lord, is the cause of the entire universe (guruh adih) and He is
also beyond the cause (anadih ca). This means that, my guru, being Brahman,
transcends both cause and effect. Therefore, my guru (guruh) is the
Supreme Deity (parama daivatam). There is none superior to Him (guroh
parataram nasti). To that guru I offer my pranams.

Verse - 14

«M4q A1aT o foqar @@g
<TG Y TET T |
<Ha fQen Ao aAg
«fa 9<f 99 g 11

tvameva mata ca pita tvameva

tvameva bandhusca sakha tvameva

tvameva vidya dravinam tvameva

tvameva sarvam mama devadeva [Sloka-14]

You are my mother (tvameva mata), as you are responsible for the birth of
my wisdom and liberation. You are my father (tvameva pita), in terms of
guidance. You are my relative (tvameva bandhuh), for sharing the ideas. You
are my friend (tvameva sakha) showering compassion. You are my
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knowledge or source of my knowledge (tvameva vidya). You are the source

of my wealth (tvameva dravinam), both material and spiritual. You are

everything for me (tvameva sarvam). You are the God of all Gods (mama

devadeva).

Conclusion

Thus, we begin our spiritual journey with the worship of guru as a person.

Gradually, the worship should be shifted towards the teaching. THE TEACHER, AS

A PERSON, IS FINITE; BUT, THE TEACHING IS PERENNIAL. Vyasacarya, Sankaracarya and

other great Acaryas have cast their mortal attire and they are no more

available in their physical form. But, their teaching continues. WORSHIP OF GURU

WILL BE MEANINGFUL, IF THE FOCUS IS SHIFTED FROM GURU, THE PERSON, TO THE TEACHING;,

AND THEN, FROM THE TEACHING TO THE TRUTH, WHICH THE GURU REVEALED.

Harih om.

[NOTE: Compiled by M/s K.Gopalakrsnan

balusha74@gmail.com]

3 yuiag: quifag gorfq goige=ad |
qoiss guiarer gqoidarafarsd i
3 grifar: erifar: erifa:
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