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LOKAPRAKASHA

Ascribed to Kshemendra.

FOREWORD

The high-sounding title LOKA=-
PRAKASHA—Ilight of the world—should
not mislead the reader, It may have
been a guide book for everyday tran-
sactions for people during the Mohammedan
period in Kashmir in the 17th centory
AD. As the study of the book reveals
it has been initially a mere compendiam
of the legal documents pertaining to sell-
ing and mortgaging of the immovable
property such as land, houses, shops and
gardens etc., lending and borrowing of
money, matrimonial alliances, dowries, en-
dowments to temples and other sundry
matters of public interest, A few closing
chapters of the book throw a little light
on Kashmir Geography, calculation of time
and mythical topography of the universe
which is evedently borrowed from the



Puranas.

The book has been ascribed to
Kshemendra, who is very well known to
have lived in the early years of the 1lth
centary A.D. Possibly there may have
existed some one of the nameof Kshemendra
who is the auathor of the present work
and may have lived in Kashmir duoring
the time when Kashmir was under the
suzerainty of Shah Jahan or under the
prosperous rale of Zainu-l-‘abidin, who are
very often mentioned in the documents
which we come across in the body of
the book. .

It may not be out of place to
mention here that Kshemendra, the author
of the Deshopadesha and Narmamala, pub-
lished as No: XL in the Kashmir series
of Texts and Studies, is all over known
-as a versatile writer, He was a great
- satirist. He did not spare even the Diksha- '
Guros of his time. His compositions re=
“veal a great hatred for the community of
Kayasthas or men of clerical profession. A
good number of verses found in the Deshopa-
desha and Narmamala, which exaggerate the



3

excesses of the clerks during his time,
are also met with in the present text.
There are some of the beautiful Shlokas
and prose passages in Lokaprakasha which
are most probably borrowed from the
writings of Kshemendra and as a mere
superficial stady would easily reveal it,
they present a bold contrast to the defec-
tive style and grammatically incorrect
language in which the nine~tenths of the
Lokaprakasha are written.

I would hazard a remark here that
there muast have been a hand book of
legal documents in Sanskrit written by
Kshemendra which some shrewd petition-
writer of the 17th century, daring -the
Mohammedan rule in Kashmir, strang.
together for the convenience of the docu-
ment-writers, facilitating their work by
changing the language of high standard
(and consequently unintelligible to common
'people who through alien, repression head-
long neglected the study of Sanskrit
language ), into one that was, though de-
fective, ungrammatical and admiztore of
Kashmiri and Persian, in use in ‘the
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offices and Law Courts of the then rulers,
However we leave it for fature study of
the scholars,

The text under edition is based
on:~
(%.) Thisisa forty years old Devanagari
transcript made ont by Pandit Sahaja Bhatta
late of this Department, from his own
manauscript of the Lokaprakasha.
(@) This is a manuscript in Sharada script
borrowed from the Deccan College Li-
brary, Poona, No other details are avail-
able in the office of these manuscripts.

A critical study of the text, which,
it is hoped, if carried on patiently and
laboriously, will furnish ample uwseful ma-
terial for a chronicler interested in the
history, athnography and the language
of Kashmir of the times of Shah Jahan
and Zainu-l-‘abidin, This would necessitate
a patient stody the resolts of which
would constitute a separate volume to be
published later on in the Kashmir Series
of Texts and Studies.
. Dated, Srinagar the J. D. Zadoo:
~ 20th September, 1947,
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