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INTRODUCTION
Critical Apparatus

The present edition of Natakacandrika with the Prakasa
Hindi commentary and critical notes is based on the following
manuscripts and Printed texts of the same.

1. A manuscript of Natakacandrika Preserved in the
Madras Government manuscripts library. It is catalogued
under No. 12900. It contains 44 leaves with 12 lines on a-
leaf. It is written in D&vanagari characters. It is broken at-
places and is often found incorrect. It is important as it. -
differs at several places from other mss. I have designated.
this manuscript as ‘A’. ‘

2. A manuscript of Nitakacandrika found in the Collec-
tion of manuscripts belonging to Bhaiyaji, the custodian of
Lakshmi Narain temple, Khargone. It contains 38 leaves
with ten lines on each page. It is written in Devanagart
characters. Its colophon reads—“gfy wzmafg®r @wag?
fofad AgURR do t9cr fammisd 1 It is fairly correct. It
does not give full illustrations. 1t is designated as ‘B’.,

" 3. Of the printed texts of Natakacandrika the Calcutta-
edition has been used. It is prepared by Shri Purinath Das.
and is printed in Bengali characters. I have designated this-
edition as “&", .

4. T have also used Shri Rasabihari Goswami’s edition:
of Watakacandrikd which is published from Murshidibad,
Kasimbazar. It is also in Bengali script. It was published.
in 1907. This text also is not available in the market. 1
have designated this edition as “@&”, o S

Nitakacandrika quotes generally from “Lalita Madhava”—
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a devotional drama by the same author. Lalita Madhava too
is not published so far. I was obliged to prepare an edition of
Lalita Madhava for editing the citations of Natakacandrika.
Fourtunately I was successful in procuring two manuscripts
of Lalita Madhava from the Bhandarkar Oriental Research
Institute, Poona. This edition ( which will be published soon )
has helped in the correction of citations from Lalita Madhava
which occur in Natakauandnka In this way care has been
taken to make the present edition as far authentic as possible. '

Rupa Goswamin : the Author

 Ripa Goswamin was a scion of the Goswami line and
Kumira was his father. Sanitana and Vallabha were his
brothers. His sixth ancestor Aniruddha was a king of Karanata
about Sake 1338. His family was immensely rich. Ripa and
Sanatana were the prime ministers of Husain Saha, the Em-
peror of Gauda. By nature of a religious disposition . they were
attracted by the teachings of the great reformer Chaitanya or
Sri Gauranga Mahiprabhu, and left home to become ascetics:.
Rupa was born in 1490 A. D.and passed away in 1563 A. D.

The Works of Rupa Goswamm

Asa poet and rhetorman,Rupa Goswamin is of hlgh orders
The poeti¢ instinct - saturated with Bhakti or love of Shi-
Krishna has'manifested itself iri several fornis of. composition,
always with‘the life ‘of - Shri Krishna or its theme. In hi$
Laghtitosini commentary of Sanatana Goswarnin’s, SWRIIATIR,-
Jvagoswamin ascribes seventeen works to Ripa Goswamin.
Of the seventeen works the following eight are’ the most impor-
tant, (1) Hansadutaand (2) Uddhava Sandeéa are lyrics,
( 3) Danakelikaumudi, ( 4 ) Lalitamadhava and ( 5,) Vidagdha
Madhava are dramatic compositions, (6 ) Natakacandrika,
( 7) Ujjvala N1lamani and ( 8 ) Bhaktirasaniritasindhu are his
works on poetics which treat ‘flavour’ from. the - Vaignava point
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of view. In these works Ripa Geswamin combines the aesthetic
with the devotional. The turn from the purely artistic to the
artistic cum devotional has the obvious advantage that it im-
parts a depth to the fleeting emotions and helps'to stabilize
them. It lifts them from the ethereal to the. trancendental
sphere and stirs not ohly the heart. but also the spirit and
becomes an -expression of the souls’ desire to merge their
identities. In this way Rupa gives 2 new interpretation to the
Bharata’s Rasasttra—fawaigamsafasifiganmgafasgfa: Accor-
ding to this interpretation devotion is the pivot to which the
aspirants’ heart is fixed. Gopis and Sri Krishna figure as the
basis of this devotion. That is to éay,' the Gopies have
imbibed the spirit of deep. devotion which is a medium for
the realization of the true essence of supreme bliss. Shri
Krishna and his physical charms, ever fresh. and captivating
are the support of this devotion,. His qualities, actions and
graces are the excitants. The persohnaili accomplishments of
Radha and her associates and their addresses to Lord Krishna
ére the cﬁSLIants. Allithere arise simultanéoqsly ‘and produce
a devotional supreme bliss. B

The above interpretation of the. Bharata’s Rasasitra findg
a full analysis in Riipa Goswamin’s famous works witrargar
farg: and Sssaedieafd:. In the former work we find four
oceans designated after the four directions. Each direction has
several waves. In-the eastern direction we find devotion in its
general form ; in the southern we meet fqwra, stgwa, aifRgs
and =afy=ifia ; in the western we come across an analysis
of devotional flavour which is classified under several com-
partments and labelled as =, *fiq, i, qeasr and 7YY Aiexg
In the northern direction gwa, gy, 4w, F&m, iz, e and
HYAE sentiments are described. Their mutual contrariness or
otherwise is also discussed." However, this work is wanting
in the description of the sweet flavour. and of the heroes and
heroines. Riipa Goswamin’s Work Sssas«tenfir supplies the
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above desideratum. There is an illustrative description of the:
nintysix kinds of heroes and three hundred and sixty kinds of
heroines. - The erotic sentiment arising from the constancy in
love ( &AwRf¥ ) pervades the atmosphere.

Natakacandrika is Riipa Goswamin’s production of ripe ex-
perience. It aims at aesthetic pleasure as the sole resultant of
dramatic composition, the sweet experiences of which are
derived from its study or its performances, the basis whereof
is the charming figure of Lord Krishna himself and which
indeed is the consequence of his beneficial benevolence. The
sensations of pleasure create not only a sense of wonder but
also a rise of flavour as it is evident from the following verse in
é?f%stmqaﬁq:g: (3= To e o {0 qffte @Yo wo-08 )=

“T3 gl W gfie sl
frmaenfigs Rfagsmamzagt:
sHiwghfid A @t a3
W guRsd g@wt awr At o?

According to the writers on poetics the permanent feelings
which exist inside in the form of experiences derived from the
associated group of f&wra, srgwng and safirefewta, no matter
whether they are displayed on the stage or read in the Kavya,
are transformed into what is called the property of flavour.
But thereis a fundamental difference in the theory of Rasa
as enunciated by Ripa Goswamin, The aesthetic pleasure
which a non-devotional Kdvya ‘would impart would be of
ordinary type which would not impress the devotional specta-
tor or reader whose dormant feelings thie transcendental
devotional kavya alone can awaken.

Thus viewed ' the devotional literature i is 2 medium through
which an aspirant who has surpassed the stage of an ordinary
aesthetician can experience the pleasure of flavour he desires:
after his full emancipation. With this difference Ripa
Goswami can be truely called a seasoned master in the schoo}
of suggestlon in poetry. : '
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