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THE VEDIC VIEW OF GOD  

Guru Purnima Talks 2017 

Swami Paramarthananda 

 

 

In the bhagavad gĩtā , in one particular ślokā, the Lord talks about four 
types of devotees -  

ccaattuurrvviiddhhāā  bbhhaajjaannttee  mmāāṃṃ  jjaannāāḥḥ  ssuukkṛṛttiinnoo''rrjjuunnaa  II  
āārrttoo  jjiijjññāāssuurraarrtthhāārrtthhii ̃̃  jjññāānnii ̃̃  ccaa  bbhhaarraattaarrṣṣaabbhhaa  IIII  77--1166  

There are four types of devotees, and they are :: ārta bhaktaḥ, arthārthĩ 
bhaktaḥ, jijñāsu bhaktaḥ and jñānĩ bhaktaḥ. ārta bhaktaḥ is one who 
is a devotee in distress facing varieties of problems. And he wants to worship 
GOD for freedom from his problems. He is a distressed bhaktā wanting to 
get freedom from his stress and distress. Whereas, arthārthĩ bhaktaḥ 
is one who does not have any particular problem now; but, he is engaged in 
various ventures, and in all of them he desperately wants success. 
May be an admission in a American university! [That is the season now!] So, 
varieties of things a person desires. Whatever he desires is called arthaḥ. 
arthaḥ means, wealth also. Or, anything I desire is called arthaḥ. So, 
arthārthĩ is one who wants success in his seeking. Both ārta & 
arthārthĩ bhaktās want to worship GOD either to get things or get rid of 
things. In fact throughout our life, we are only busy either getting things or 
getting rid of things.  

And this bhaktā is so obsessed with his personal needs of getting and 
getting rid of things, he will worship GOD in any manner, suggested by anyone, 
at any place! If one person introduces a temple somewhere in a unique 
corner, he will go there and he will go to any temple any church any mosque 

or any place and offer any form of worship. His aim is எத்ைதத் தின்னா 

ப�த்தம் ெதள��ம்! I want to somehow get what I want. I don't mind 

any type of pũjā. Thus, we find ārta bhaktā and arthārthĩ bhaktā are 
obsessed with GOD worship. They don't want to know 'who this blessed GOD 
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is'. They worship GOD alright. In any form. But, they are not 
interested in knowing who this GOD is. How many GODs are there, whether 
GOD is a male or female or formless, all those details they are not interested. 
They go by pure faith. Some GOD must be there perhaps. Because, they are 
all doing pũjā, I also want to do pũjā, hoping that my problem will be solved.  

Thus, we have got many worshipers of GOD who are not interested in 
the knowledge of GOD or enquiry in to the nature of GOD. And Lord 
kṛṣṇā says, 'among these ārta and arthārthĩ bhaktās, some of them - in 
due course, [some of them, not all of them] may get sufficient puṇyam so 
that from ārta bhakti and arthārthĩ bhakti they become the third variety, a 
rare variety, called jijñāsu bhaktā. First, they want to know, 'is there a GOD 
at all?' Right from that, there is a problem; because, modern science - which is 
most powerful now - is rejecting the very existence of GOD. I should know 
what is GOD. I should know what is the nature of GOD. This desire comes. 
'aattaa??tthhoo  bbrraahhmmaa  jjiijjnn ̃̃aa??ssaa??' [brahma sũtra 1]. It is that word jjiijjnn ̃̃aa??ssaa??  that 
kṛṣṇā borrows. jijñāsu bhaktaḥ bhavati.  

And initially, it is a casual desire. It is not very serious. But, after some time, 
this desire becomes more and more; and it becomes a burning desire. And all 
forms of books which talk about GOD realisation in English or in any language - 
other than Sanskrit; because, we don't know Sanskrit! - in all the languages, 
all books that are available on GOD realisation, he reads. He finds that all those 
books are full of mystic experiences and mystic visions of GOD appearing, 
giving darśanam and disappearing; and miraculous events happening! All 
these ideas are given in the books of GOD realisation. Full of mysticism, full of 
miracles, full of extra-ordinary experiences. But, all of them have got one 
common statement. They all say, 'you require a guru for guidance'. Therefore, 
this person gets the idea that - 'I want the vision of GOD'. Because, by now, 
the jijñāsa has become tĩvra jijñāsa. So, 'I also want GOD vision. And so, 
now I require a guru'. And he begins guru shopping. 

Dayānanda Swāmĩjĩ  calls it 'guru shopping'. Going from mall to mall, he 
looks for guru. And he has got his own concept of guru; and ultimately, he 
may identify someone or the other as the guru. According to his parameters, 
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he fits in. Preferably, a person whose looks are extraordinary! Because, if a 
person is dealing with a mysterious GOD and mysterious visions, the person 
also should preferably look mysterious and extra-ordinary. The more 
extra-ordinary he looks, the more he passes as ideal guru! Thus, this person 
fixes a guru. And suppose, because of his extra-ordinary puṇyam, he gets a 
guru - looking ordinary or extra-ordinary - whatever the look may be, 
suppose he gets a guru who belongs to the vedic tradition. vaidika 
paramparāgata guruḥ, which guru paramparā we are worshiping on 
vyāsa pũjā day -  

nnāārrāāyyaaṇṇaamm  ppaaddmmaabbhhuuvvaamm  vvaassiiṣṣtthhaamm  śśaakkttiimm  ccaa  ttaatt  ppuuttrraa  ppaarrāāśśaarraamm  
ccaa  vvyyāāssaamm  śśuukkaamm  ggaauuḍḍaappāāddaamm  mmaahhāānnttaamm  ggoovviinnddaa  yyooggii ̃̃nnddrraa  
mmaatthhāāssyyaa  śśiiṣṣyyaamm  II  śśrrii  śśaannkkaarrāāccāārryyaa  mmaatthhāāssyyaa  ppaaddmmaappāāddaamm  ccaa  
hhaassttāāmmaallaakkaamm  ccaa  śśiiṣṣyyaamm  ttaamm  ttoott ̣̣aakkaamm  vvāārrttiikkaa  kkāārraamm  aannyyāānn  aassmmaadd  
gguurruu ̃̃nn  ssaannttaattaamm  āānnaattoo''ssmmii  IIII   

So, if he finds traditional guru, coming in vaidika paramparā, he is very, 
very fortunate. Imagine this disciple approaches such a guru. And his 
expectations are based on all the GOD realisation books he had read. Therefore 
he thinks, the guru will teach him varieties of meditations, through which he 
can have mysterious experiences; mysterious visions he can get. Thus, he 

goes with an expectation of learning varieties of meditations. பாவம்! If the 

guru is a traditional guru, he never, never talks about meditation. śiṣyā is 
waiting; waiting with expectation. The guru's first statement is, 'GOD is the 
topic of this scriptures. 'GOD is the topic of this scriptures; therefore, 
if you have to know GOD, first you should expose yourself to the 
teaching of the scriptures'. Thus, a traditional guru always introduces 
scriptural teaching; never meditation.  

All the scriptures are full of guru-śiṣyā dialogue; and in all of them, śiṣyā 
approaches the guru and surrenders. And the guru says, 'let us start 
learning'. arjunā in the bhagavad gĩtā  surrenders to kṛṣṇā and says - 
"śśiiṣṣyyaassttee''hhaaṃṃ  śśāāddhhii  mmāāṃṃ  ttvvāāṃṃ  pprraappaannnnaamm" - 'please teach me'. 
kaivalya upaniṣad that we are studying begins - "aaddhhii ̃̃hhii  bbhhaaggaavvaann  
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bbrraahhmmaavviiddyyāāṃṃ  vvaarriiṣṣṭṭhhāāṃṃ  ssaaddāā  ssaaddbbhhiiḥḥ  sseevvyyaammāānnāāṃṃ  nniigguu ̃̃ḍḍhhāāmm" - 
'may you teach'. "vveeddāānnttaavviijjññāānnaassuunniiśścciittāārrtthhāāḥḥ". Thus, traditional guru 
talks only about exposing oneself to the scriptural knowledge :: 
"śśrroottaavvyyaaḥḥ mmaannttaavvyyaaḥḥ nniiddiiddhhyyāāssiittaavvyyaaḥḥ" [bṛhadāraṇyakopaniṣat] - 'may 
you expose yourself to the teaching' and try to assimilate the Lord, as revealed 
by the scriptures.  

ttaassmmaaii  ssaa  vviiddvvāānn  uuppaassaannnnāāyyaa  ssaammyyaakk  pprraaśśāānnttaa  cciittttāāyyaa  śśaammāānnvviittāāyyaa    
yyeennāākkṣṣaarraaṃṃ  ppuurruuṣṣaaṃṃ  vveeddaa  ssaattyyaaṃṃ  pprroovvāāccaa  ttāāṃṃ  ttaattttvvaattoo  
bbrraahhmmaavviiddyyāāmm  IIII  muṇḍakopaniṣat  

Thus, all the scriptural words are those that the guru systematically taught 
the disciple. So, the fundamental difference between a traditional guru, 
belonging to vedic paramparā, and any other guru, who does not belong to 
the paramparā is :: tradition starts with teaching; others start with 
meditation. This is one of the fundamental differences.  

Once the teaching starts, all the scriptures reveal GOD in a particular form, 
which is unique to the prasthānatrayam. Whether it is the upaniṣad or it is 
the bhagavad gĩtā  or it is brahma sũtram - which are the fundamental 
scriptures - a jijñāsu bhaktā, [remember the name of the bhaktā, a jijñāsu 
bhaktā] should expose to the contents of this teaching. One of the upaniṣad 
[they named as the 'first' upaniṣad; it is not the first one; but, generally 
enumerated as the first upaniṣad] is ĩśāvāsya upaniṣad, which reveals 
ĩśvarā as - [the very word ĩśa indicates, ĩśa means, Lord] [we are not talking 
about some other ĩśā; we are talking about the upaniṣad ĩśa] - it gives the 
first mantrā as ::  

ii ̃̃śśāāvvāāssyyaamm  iiddaaꣳꣳ  ssaarrvvaaṃṃ  yyaattkkiiññccaa  jjaaggaattyyāāṃṃ  jjaaggaatt  II  
tteennaa  ttyyaakktteennaa  bbhhuuññjjii ̃̃tthhāā  mmāā  ggṛṛddhhaaḥḥ  kkaassyyaassvviiddddhhaannaamm  IIII  

The 'vision of GOD' requires the conversion of our attitude towards 
this universe. The 'vision of GOD', very important sentence. THE VISION OF 

GOD INVOLVES CONVERSION OF OUR ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE VERY WORLD WE ARE 

EXPERIENCING. Or, in short, everything that we are experiencing. What is the 
conversion of the attitude? The upaniṣad says, before the scriptural 
study, we are looking at everything as world or universe. You have got 
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jagat bhāvanā or prapañca bhāvanā. [bhāvanā means what? Attitude]. 
What should you do? You have to replace the prapañca bhāvanā, displace 
the prapañca bhāvanā with ĩśvara bhā vanā. That means what? 
Everything that I am experiencing is none other than ĩśvarā and 
ĩśvarā only!  

ppuurruuṣṣaa  eevveeddaaꣳꣳ  ssaarrvvaamm  II  yyaaddbbhhuu ̃̃ttaaṃṃ  yyaaccccaa  bbhhaavvyyaamm  II  
uuttāāmmṛṛttaattvvaassyyeeśśāānnaaḥḥ  II  [puruṣa sũktam]   

sarvam viṣṇumayam jagat. In the viṣṇu sahasranāma, the first word of 
bhagavān is, viśvam. viśvam means, what? The whole universe. Therefore, 
in the vision of the veda, that we are looking at the world as a world is a 
mistake; but, we have to learn to look at the very universe as ĩśvaraḥ.  

Therefore, ĩśvara darśanam is not seeing a 'separate' ĩśvarā, who is other 
than the individual and world. ārta and arthārthĩ bhaktās think :: ĩśvarā is 
a third entity other than jĩva and jagat. There is an extra-cosmic ĩśvarā, 
which extra-cosmic ĩśvarā I have to see, through mysterious experience. This 
is the approach of ārta arthārthĩ bhaktā.  

But, the vedic approach is, ĨŚVARA DARŚANAM IS SEEING THE WORLD AS ĨŚVARĀ. 
It is not a separate ĩśvara darśanam; but, learning to see the world itself as 
ĩśvarā. Therefore, when I systematically study the scriptures for a length of 
time, my idea of 'world' is replaced - whatever I experience is ĩśvarā. So, 
jĩva - jagat - ĩśvarā this is the triangle that I imagine. But, veda says, 
'there is no jĩva - jagat - ĩśvarā triangle. Triangular format is wrong format'. 
And veda presents a new format, which is the preliminary binary format - [it 
is not the original binary format that I tell in the class. I am introducing an 
intermediary binary format], which is, dropping the idea of jĩva jagat 
ĩśvarā. Individual, world and GOD is a wrong approach. Then what? [Are 
you able to get my point?] Individual, world and GOD is wrong approach. It 
is individual and GOD alone. That is the preliminary or intermediary binary 
format. 

So, vedic ĩśvara darśanam is, changing my perspective and trying to 
look at the whole universe with reverence. That is why in viṣṇu 
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sahasranāma, even though we do pũjā to the deity, one of the dhyāna 
ślokās - which is the most popular one - is,  

bbhhuu ̃̃ḥḥ  ppāāddaauu  yyaassyyaa  nnāābbhhiirrvviiyyaaddaassuurraanniillaaśśccaannddrraa  ssuu ̃̃rryyaauu  ccaa  nneettrree  
kkaarrṇṇāāvvāāśśāāḥḥ  śśiirroo  ddyyaauurrmmuukkhhaammaappii  ddaahhaannoo  yyaassyyaa  vvāāsstteeyyaammaabbddhhiiḥḥ  II  

bbhhuu ̃̃ḥḥ ppāāddaauu - the earth is the feet of the Lord, ccaannddrraa ssuu ̃̃rryyaauu  ccaa  nneettrree - 
candra and sũrya are the eyes of the Lord. yyaassyyaa  nnāābbhhiihh ̣̣  vviiyyaatt  - the entire 
ākāśa is the nnāābbhhii of the Lord, kkaarrnn ̣̣aauu  aa??ss ́́aa??hh ̣ ̣ - all the 10 directions are the 
ears of the Lord. So, you can never talk a secret; everywhere GOD's ears are 
there! Thus, description of ĩśvarā is, as viśvarũpa ĩśvarā. ĨŚVARĀ IS WORLD. 
WORLD IS ĨŚVARĀ! So, drop you obsession with a separate ĩśvarā, other than 
the world. Once you think of a separate ĩśvarā - other than the world, you will 
get in to mysticism, you will get in to miracles. veda does not want us to get 
obsessed with mysticism and miracles and extraordinary visions. They are not 
to be obsessed with. What is the pursuit of GOD? Gradually learning to 
respect everything that I experience. Every man, every animal, every 
women, every insect, everything is none other than GOD. In 
dakṣniṇāmũrti stotram we read -  

bbhhuu ̃̃rraammbbhhāāṃṃssyyaannaalloo''nniilloo''mmbbaarraamm  aahhaarrnnāātthhoo  hhiimmāāṃṃśśuuḥḥ  ppuummāānn  
iittyyāābbhhāāttii  ccaarrāāccaarrāāttmmaakkaamm  iiddaaṃṃ  yyaassyyaaiivvaa  mmuu ̃̃rrttyyaaṣṣṭṭaakkaamm  nnaa  
aannyyaattkkiiññccaannaa  vviiddyyaattee  vviimmṛṛśśaattāāṃṃ  yyaassmmāāttppaarraassmmāāddvviibbhhooḥḥ  ... 

The pañca bhũtās are the five limbs of the Lord; the Sun and all the stars are 
limbs of the Lord; all planets are limbs of the Lord. Every living being is the 
limb of the Lord. yyaassyyaa  eevvaa  mmuu ̃̃rrttyy  aaṣṣṭṭaakkaamm - the Lord is called aṣṭa mũrti 
ĩśvarā. Thus, developing a reverential attitude towards the universe is ĩśvara 
darśanam. The eyes are the same; but, the attitude behind the mind will 
have to be transformed. Even in the daily pũjā, which many people do 
mechanically, the same idea is conveyed. During every upacāra, the 
mantrā chanted is very important, to be observed carefully -  

llaaṃṃ  ppṛṛtthhiivvyyāāttmmaannee  ggaannddhhaa??nn  ddhhaa??rraayyāāmmii  II  hhaaṃṃ  āākkāāśśāāttmmaannee  ppuuṣṣppaaiihh ̣̣  
ppuu ̃̃jjaayyāāmmii  II  yyaaṃṃ  vvāāyyvvāāttmmaannee  ddhhuu ̃̃ppaaṃṃ  āāgghhrrāāppaayyāāmmii  II  rraaṃṃ  
aaggnnyyāāttmmaannee  ddii ̃̃ppaaṃṃ  ddaarrśśaayyāāmmii  II  vvaaṃṃ  aammṛṛttāāttmmaannee  aammṛṛttaaṃṃ  
mmaahhāānnaaiivveeddyyaaṃṃ  nniivveeddaayyāāmmii  II  ssaaṃṃ  ssaarrvvāāttmmaannee  ssaarrvvooppaaccāārraappuu ̃̃jjāāṃṃ  
ssaammaarrppaayyāāmmii  
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llaaṃṃ  ppṛṛtthhiivvyyāāttmmaannee  ggaannddhhaa??nn  ddhhaa??rraayyāāmmii - even though he applies 
candanam on the idol or photo, he says, ppṛṛtthhiivvyyāāttmmaannee - 'oh Lord, you are 
in the form of ppṛṛtthhiivvii ̃̃. You are the earth. hhaaṃṃ  āākkāāśśāāttmmaannee  ppuuṣṣppaaiihh ̣̣  
ppuu ̃̃jjaayyāāmmii - thus ākāśa is also you; vāyu is also you. Thus, ĩśvara 
darśanam according to veda is attitudinal transformation. Miracles we need 
not go in to; we need not debate. Miracles are there, okay. Not there, okay. 
But, we are not interested in miracles. Spiritual progress requires changing our 
attitude towards the universe. There is no other ĩśvara darśanam that veda 
prescribes, other than attitudinal transformation.  

This ĩśvara darśanam should lead to internal sanyāsa. I will call it, sanyāsa 
binary format. What is the sanyāsa? ĩśāvāsya upaniṣad says - "tteennaa  
ttyyaakktteennaa  bbhhuuññjjii ̃̃tthhāā  mmāā  ggṛṛddhhaaḥḥ  kkaassyyaa  ssvviidd  ddhhaannaamm". So, may you 
renounce the notion that you are seeing the world. May you replace 
it with the attitude that you are experiencing GOD. When? All the time. 
Not with eyes closed. With all the sense organs open, declare, 'I am 
experiencing ĩśvarā all the time'. The entire human life is the rarest 
opportunity to appreciate the viśvarũpa ĩśvarā, all the time. 
sandhyāvandana mantrās declare, "aa?? ssaattyyeennaa  rraajjaassaa??  vvaarrttaammaa??nnoo  
nniivveess ́́aayyaannnn  aammrr ̣̣ttaamm  mmaarrttyyaamm  ccaa" - 'the sun GOD is coming, let me 
worship'. Every paurṇamĩ is sacred for me; because, moon GOD is available as 
pũrṇa candraḥ. pũrṇa ĩśvaraḥ is always available.  

And once I appreciate 'everything belongs to ĩśvarā and ĩśvarā means the 
totality', I have to renounce two important things. One is mamakāra, the 
idea that I  am the owner of certain things. Since everything is ĩśvarā, 
everything belongs to ĩśvarā. kkaassyyaa  ssvviidd  ddhhaannaamm? ĩśāvāsya asks the 
question, 'who is the owner of the wealth?' It is not a question. It is 
ākṣepārthe kim. 'Who is the owner?' means, nobody is the owner of 
anything. Nobody is the controller of anything. So, I have to renounce the 
idea of ownership and controllership. I should remember, I use everything 
given by GOD for a few decades. I am only the user. I am never the 
owner. bhagavān is the owner. He has given only for lease. Lease rent we 
pay is puṇyam; because, manuṣya janma is due to puṇyam. That is why, 
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only you can listen to the talk. Therefore, because of puṇyam, bhagavān 
has leased us the human body, in which, I get an opportunity for enjoying 
viśvarũpa ĩśvarā all the time. In the evening many people go to the beach; 
but, there also, they eat popcorn and miss the wonderful ocean, the sky, the 
stars! The whole creation is wonderful. Our own body is an extra-ordinary 
body. Instead of appreciating the viśvarũpa ĩśvarā, I get obsessed with a 
few things and develop mamakāra, ownership. And thinking that I can 
control everything, I worry about the future.  

But, I should remember, 'I can contribute little to the future as a puny little 
individual; what is going to happen in the future is decided by ĩśvarā 
alone'. Thus, once I renounce the idea of ownership and controllership and 
do whatever I can do in life, then future worry is also not there. Because, 
everything is ĩśvarā. Future events are also ĩśvarā.  

nnāāsstthhāā  ddhhaarrmmee  nnaa  vvaassuunniiccaayyee  nnaaiivvaa  kkāāmmooppaabbhhooggee  
yyaadd  bbhhāāvvyyaaṃṃ  ttaadd  bbhhaavvaattuu  bbhhaaggaavvaann  ppuu ̃̃rrvvaakkaarrmmāānnuurruu ̃̃ppaamm  II  
eettaattpprrāārrtthhyyaaṃṃ  mmaammaa  bbaahhuummaattaaṃṃ  jjaannmmaajjaannmmāānnttaarree''ppii  
ttvvaattppāāddāāmmbbhhoorruuhhaayyuuggaaggaattāā  nniiśśccaallāā  bbhhaakkttiirraassttuu  IIII  [mukundamālā 
stotram]   

'Oh Lord, whatever should happen in the creation according to the law of 
karma, let it all happen. I am ready; because, all events are nothing but the 
movements of the Lord alone'. That is why it is called naṭarāja nṛtyam, the 
cosmic dance. The whole movement of the universe, the rhythmic movement 
of the atom, rhythmic movement of the solar system, they are all looked upon 
as the dance of ĩśvarā. Therefore, I don't have to close my eyes for ĩśvara 
darśanam. I don't require miracles for ĩśvara darś anam. I only should 
change my bhāvanā, based on the scriptural teaching. Then, ownership is 
replaced by usership; controllership is replaced by contributorship. Life 
becomes an enjoyment. Then, the concept of mokṣa also will be different.  

Now, we don't look upon this creation as GOD. We look upon this as world. 
Therefore, we have a negative attitude. Hence, our concept of mokṣa is, 
running away from the world. 'Somehow I should die; never to come back 
here again'. That means, we hate the world; which is, totally against the 
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vedic vision. We think, 'we have a world to be hated and we have a GOD 
somewhere to be loved'. We have to hate the world and run away from 
the world; and, we have to love the GOD who is somewhere else! In 
vaikuṇṭha  or kailāsa. veda never accepts that. There is no hateable 
world and lovable GOD, as an opposite entity. The world you hate is none other 
than GOD. So, stop hating the world; start revering the world. mokṣa is 
freedom from this ignorance. What ignorance? The world is to be renounced 
and I have to run to GOD! Run away from the World and run towards GOD - 
this concept of escapist mokṣa should go away. Dropping this ignorance 
and learning to appreciate the universe in its totality and variety, is 
binary format, jijñāsu bhaktā's attitude number one. What is binary 
format? Don't say, individual, world and GOD. Forget it. Replace it by individual 
and GOD alone. There is no such thing called world. "tteennaa  ttyyaakktteennaa  
bbhhuuññjjii ̃̃tthhāā" - renounce the idea that, 'what I have is a hateable world'. 
EVERYTHING IS LOVABLE ĨŚVARĀ ONLY! aaddvveeṣṣṭṭāā  ssaarrvvaabbhhuu ̃̃ttāānnāāṃṃ  mmaaiittrraaḥḥ  
kkaarruuṇṇaa  eevvaa  ccaa  [gĩtā 12-13]  

Then, if the jijñāsu bhaktā survives, ... because, those who are obsessed 
with mysticism and miracles they will not like this. They want to experience 
some other GOD, other than this terrible world. They want to mysteriously 
experience some GOD, who will be āyā rām and gayā rām. They want āyā 
rām - gayā rām GOD. They will renounce the vedic teaching and go in search 
of mystic guru. 

But, if the śiṣya is able to survive, then the guru gives further teaching, 
which is more profound, which I will summarise today, being gurupũrṇimā 
day. This teaching alone we are studying in all the upaniṣad. So, when the 
teaching continues, bhagavān gives in the gĩtā a very beautiful teaching - 
from the 7th chapter to the 12th chapter. He says, 'I have got one higher 
nature and one lower nature, called parāprakṛti & aparāprakṛti. My 
own [my own means, bhagavān's] higher nature is CONSCIOUSNESS principle. 
parāprakṛti is caitanyam. And, I have got a lower nature, which is called 
aparāprakṛti, which is matter'.  
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Thus, GOD consists of CONSCIOUSNESS PRINCIPLE and MATTER PRINCIPLE. 
brahman and māyā. parāprakṛti and aparāprakṛti. Everything that you 
experience is matter. Therefore, it comes under the inferior nature of GOD or 
aparāprakṛti. Why inferior? Because, it is mixed with pleasure and pain. It is 
a mixture of opposites. Still, it is also what? It is also ĩśvarā only. What 
ĩśvarā? aparāprakṛti ĩśvarā. And, there is a higher nature - parāprakṛti. 
That is brahman.  

And, how to see that parāprakṛti brahman? Lord kṛṣṇā  says - 

bbhhuu ̃̃mmiirrāāppoo''nnaalloo  vvāāyyuuḥḥ  kkhhaaṃṃ  mmaannoo  bbuuddddhhiirreevvaa  ccaa  II  
aahhaann ́́kkāārraa  iittii ̃̃yyaaṃṃ  mmee  bbhhiinnnnāā  pprraakkṛṛttiirraaṣṣṭṭaaddhhāā  IIII  [7.4]  
aappaarreeyyaammiittaassttvvaannyyāāṃṃ  pprraakkṛṛttiiṃṃ  vviiddddhhii  mmee  ppaarrāāmm  II  
jjii ̃̃vvaabbhhuu ̃̃ttāāṃṃ  mmaahhāābbāāhhoo  yyaayyeeddaaṃṃ  ddhhāārryyaattee  jjaaggaatt  IIII  [7.5]  

The parāprakṛti, the higher nature, the CONSCIOUSNESS - is never an object 
of experience. It is available in the form of the very 'YOU', the experiencer 
of everything. Thus, the ultimate teaching is, THE WHOLE MATERIAL 

UNIVERSE, INCLUDING THE BODY AND MIND, IS APARĀPRAKṚTI, the māyā part of 
ĩśvarā; and, 'I', THE CONSCIOUSNESS PRINCIPLE, WHICH IS NOT AN OBJECT OF 

EXPERIENCE, THAT 'I', THE SĀKṢI CAITANYAM IS, PARĀPRAKṚTI. Everything is GOD. 
What I experience is lower GOD; and 'I', the experiencer am the higher 

GOD. எப்ப�? Everything is GOD. So, everything is to be revered. And 

whatever I experience is the lower GOD; it is material & changing. 
Whereas, 'I', the experiencer, is the higher GOD. This is the jñānĩ's binary 
format.  

'I' am brahman, the parāprakṛti. What I experience in front is māyā, the 
aparāprakṛti. Both the 'observer' and 'observed' put together is the 
'total' ĩśvarā. 'I' the experiencer am GOD. Experienced world / matter is GOD. 
The experiencer 'I' is CONSCIOUSNESS GOD. Experienced is matter GOD. 
So, everything requires only one attitude. What is the attitude? Reverence & 
reverence.  

The whole life is a life of worship and reverence. Thus, the traditional 
vedic paramparā does not involve mysticism. Does not involve miracles. 
They may be there, they may not be there. We need not be obsessed with 
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them. Those who are interested let them go. But, our approach is what? I am 
GOD and whatever I experience is also GOD. sarvam viṣṇumayam jagat. 
sarvam śivamayam jagat [let me say both]. Finally, sarvam devĩmayam 
jagat. [this side I should not leave!] Everything is GOD. Dayānanda 
Swāmĩjĩ's favourite quote - in Tamil He enjoys saying - 

"இ�ப்பெதல்லாம் இைறவேன. பார்ப்பவ�ம் பார்ப்பா�ம் 

இைறவேன. பார்ப்பவ�ம் பார்க்கப்ப�வ�ம் இைறவேன". This 

is the wonderful guru paramparā. Whoever comes to this paramparā is 
fortunate and it is that paramparā we worship today. With these words I 
conclude my talk.  

Om purnamadah purnamidam purnath purnamudachate purnasya 
purnamadaya purnamevasisyate. 

Om Santi:  santi:  santi:  

  

 
Note: Transcription by M/s T.śrĩnivasan & P.Balasubrahmanyam. Please advice 
corrections to balusha74@gmail.com 
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