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Guru Ashtakam- Lecture by Swami Paramarthananda

Shri Adi Sankaracharya’s Guru Ashtakam
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$arirarh surupam tatha va kalatram

yasascaru citram dhanam mérutulyam|
manascénna lagnam gurorarghripadmé

tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim || 1 ||

kalatrarh dhanarm putrapautradi sarvam
grham bandhavah sarvamétaddhi jatam|
manascénna lagnam gurdoramghripadmé
tatah kim tatah kim tatah ki tatah kim || 2 ||

sadarhgadivédo mukhé $astravidya

kavitvadi gadyam supadyam karoti|
manascénna lagnam gurorarmghripadmé
tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim || 3 ||

vidésésu manyah svadésésu dhanyah
sadacaravrttésu mattd na canyah|

manascénna lagnam gurorarghripadmé
tatah kim tatah kim tatah kimm tatah kim || 4 ||

ksamamandalé bhupabhtpalavyndaih

sada sévitam yasya padaravindam|
manascénna lagnar guroramghripadmé
tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim || 5 ||
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yasé mé gatam diksu danapratapat
jagadvastu sarvam karé satprasadat|
manascénna lagnam guroramghripadmé
tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim || 6 ||

na bhoge na yogé na va vajirajau

na kantasukhé naiva vittésu cittam|
manascénna lagnam gurorarmghripadmé
tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim || 7 ||

aranye€ na va svasya géhé na karyé

na déhé mano vartaté mé tvanarghye|
manascénna lagnam gurorarghripadmé
tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim || 8 ||

anarghyani ratnadi muktani samyak
samalimgita kamini yaminisu|

manascénna lagnam gurorarnghripadmé
tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim || 9 ||

gurorastakam yah pathétpunyadehi
yatirbhupatirbrahmacari ca géhi|

labhét vamchitartha padam brahmasamjfiam
guroruktavaky€ mano yasya lagnam || 10 ||
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TRATDH

dd: fehd means “So what?”. T[&H b is symbolic of MEHTH. Guru’s greatness is only
because of the M& JATAH that he has got and not the person himself. Minus mM&E
<, he was not respected. J] means darkness, ignorance. ¥ stands for eliminator.
Every 9[%: has to be a JTT. A spiritual prodigy can never be a aT%: as he has not had
a systematic learning and does not know to transfer the wisdom — only a f?%: can
be a I[¥:. A JTl cannot be a I[%: unless he transfers his knowledge & removes
someone else’s ignorance. Knowledge can be transferred via a IFUc: which is

available only in the [AT&EH.
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Initially a person cannot develop respect for METHA. So, we start with {Niﬁﬁﬁ. qe:
gradually tells the T that his glory is because of the knowledge gained from
ATEH. The I[&HTh then gets shifted to AMEH and from there to fTcA=AHA which
represents HieT:. Glorification of I&HTH is glorification of A=A, Without

ATcA=TAH, life is useless.

RN FIU AT a1 ol

TrATE O U AvJeTH|
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dd: T da: 6 aa: & aa: e 111 11
$ariram surupam tatha va kalatram
yasascaru citrarh dhanarm meérutulyam|
manascenna lagnam guroramghripadmé
tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim || 1 ||

Even if you have a pretty body, a beautiful wife,
Great fame and mountain like money,
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If your mind does not bow at the Guru’s feet,
What is the use? What is the use? And What is the use?

The 1% and 2™ line will talk about accomplishments. A person may have a very
handsome body. He may be Mr./Miss Universe. So what? After few years, it will be
gone. He might have an equally attractive wife. So what? He might have great fame

in the world. (/@) He might be famous in different fields — science, arts etc. He

might have amassed wealth equal to Himalayan Mountains (legitimately earned). So
what? IRY:31TEIUs) Fe:deve<d when the mind is not absorbed in lotus feet of the

teacher, they are worthless

IE T=gdT: FaAdTG S|
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kalatram dhanarm putrapautradi sarvam

grharm bandhavah sarvametaddhi jatam|
manascéenna lagnarm gurorarghripadmé

tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim || 2 ||

Even if you have a wife, wealth, children grand children.
House , relations and are born in a great family,

If your mind does not bow at the Guru’s feet,
What is the use? What is the use? And What is the use?

A person may have a good wife, plenty of wealth, sons & grandsons etc., house,
relatives. What is the use of these when the mind is not absorbed in lotus feet of the
teacher.

vganfedel Ju mEfaar
ehideare; I gud it |
AN o9 IR

dd: 7 da: &b aa: T ad: fea 11 3 11

sadarmgadivédo mukhé sastravidya

kavitvadi gadyam supadyam karoti|
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manascenna lagnam guroramghripadmeé
tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim || 3 ||

Even if you are an expert in six angas and the four Vedas,
And an expert in writing good prose and poems,

If your mind does not bow at the Guru’s feet,

What is the use? What is the use? And What is the use?

He might be a knower of the 4 vedas & 6 angas (siksha — the science of
pronounciation, kalpa — the science of rituals, vyakaranam - the science of
vedicgrammer, nirukta — the science of deriving vedic words, chandha — the science
of meters, jyotisham — the science of astrology required for performing rituals & not
the predicitive astrology) also. Veda cannot be completely comprehended without
the study of vedas. Inbrahmacharyaahsrama, from avaniavittam day, for 6 months,
he is supposed to study the vedas. The next 6 months, he studies the vedaangas.

Again in the next avaniavittam, he has to start study of the vedas. 33'@ — in the tip of

his tongue [in olden days, the text also was also memorized — writing facility was not
there, knowing the text by-heart helped in the comprehending the text very well].
He may be able to write prose and poetry well. So what? When the mind is not
absorbed in lotus feet of the teacher, they are worthless.
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vidésésu manyah svadésésu dhanyah

sadacaravrttésu matto na canyah|

manascenna lagnam guroramghripadmé

tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim || 4 ||

Even if you are considered great abroad, rich in your own place,

And greatly regarded in virtues and life,

If your mind does not bow at the Guru’s feet,

What is the use? What is the use? And What is the use?

He might be respected abroad in various countries. He may be respected in his own
country also. In the context of righteous conduct (H‘q’lﬂﬂ‘cﬁw{ﬂﬂﬁfﬁﬁaﬂw:), there
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may not be a second person (dd 31d:) as great as me. So what? When the mind is

not absorbed in lotus feet of the teacher, they are worthless.

STHATHUS o HUHUTIe0:
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ksamamandalé bhapabhupalavrndaih

sada séevitam yasya padaravindam|
manascenna lagnam guroramghripadmé
tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim || 5 ||

Even if you are a king of a great region,

And is served by kings and great kings,

If your mind does not bow at the Guru’s feet,

What is the use? What is the use? And What is the use?

My lotus feet might be served by groups (ge=c:) of emperors (king of kings) on the

surface of the earth (&#T).So what? When the mind is not absorbed in lotus feet of

the teacher, they are worthless.

M A 77 g AT
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ya$o me gatam diksu danapratapat

jagadvastu sarvam karé satprasadat|

manascénna lagnam gurorarghripadmé

tatah kim tatah kim tatah kirm tatah kim || 6 ||

Even if your fame has spread all over,

And the entire world is with you because of charity and fame,

If your mind does not bow at the Guru’s feet,
What is the use? What is the use? And What is the use?
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My fame might have reached far & wide because of the power of my charity.
Because of this glory (I&audTreld), the whole world might be under my control. So

what? When the mind is not absorbed in lotus feet of the teacher, they are
worthless.
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na bhoge na yogé na va vajirajau

na kantasukhé naiva vittésu cittam|
manascenna lagnam guroramghripadmé
tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim || 7 ||
Even if you do not concentrate your mind,

On passion, Yoga, fire sacrifice,

Or in the pleasure from the wife

Or in the affairs of wealth,

If your mind does not bow at the Guru’s feet,
What is the use? What is the use? And What is the use?

I have understood the value of I[&%fh and I am not interested in the other

purusharthas (as ?{1?8-1‘% is the means for moksha). My mind is no more committed
to sense pleasures. My mind is not interested in other yogas other than gyana yoga.
My mind is not interested in row of horses (afaiTfa:). I am not enamored by the

face of a beautiful woman (standing for sense organs). Why? Because when the
mind is not absorbed in lotus feet of the teacher, they are worthless.

IROY T AT EGET N F P

I & AT I H Ty |
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aranyé na va svasya géhé na karyée
na déhé mano vartaté me tvanarghyé|

manascenna lagnam guroramghripadmeé
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tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim || 8 ||

Even if your mind stays away in the forest,

Or in the house, Or In duties or in great thoughts

If your mind does not bow at the Guru’s feet,

What is the use? What is the use? And What is the use?

My mind is not interested with forest for the forest sake — if the guru is in forest, I
am in forest and not because I like the forest. My mind is not obsessed with a
particular house, work, body. Body is only a means and not an end in itself. Using a

thing is one thing. Being obsessed with it is another. 3/TEd# = worthless [in respect

to infinite brahman]; atém = value. Why? Because when the mind is not absorbed

in lotus feet of the teacher, they are worthless.

FAEHTOT TATTE, I TFID
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anarghyani ratnadi muktani samyak

samalimgita kamini yaminisu|

manascenna lagnam guroramghripadmeé

tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim tatah kim || 9 ||

Even if you have priceless jewel collection,

Even if you have an embracing passionate wife,

If your mind does not bow at the Guru’s feet,

What is the use? What is the use? And What is the use?

A person may be successful in the outside world with money, family life etc. He
might have acquired wealth in the form of precious stones, pearls (here 34?—|’€2ﬁ3-'|
stands for priceless). In the evenings, he has the association of a loving wife. So

what? When the mind is not absorbed in lotus feet of the teacher, they are
worthless.

TRRED F: TSYUICE
fFeufaserar = A
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e i U srer

TRIShaTeRd AAT TEF ofaete] |1 10 ||

gurorastakam yah pathétpunyadéhi
yatirbhapatirbrahmacari ca gehi|

labhét varmchitartha padam brahmasarnjfiam
guroruktavakyé mano yasya lagnam || 10 ||
Phalasruthi:

That blessed one who reads this ode to the Guru,
Be he a saint, king, bachelor or householder

If his mind gets attached to the words of the Guru,
He would get the great gift of attainment of Brahman.

Reciting a stotram produces punyam - parayaman is a type of karma which has to
produce a result. Every stotram has to have a phalashruti, an incentive so that the

stotram will be taken up for recitiation by a common man. g@?ﬁf — a blessed

human being who believes in the teaching, training, tradition.gfd:—sanyasi;

ari>odd- desired (dharma, artha, kama); Jmibrhdlq-sléli-qélrl:dddd-l\ = stopping not
just at recititation, if his mind dwells on (efee7d) the teaching also and perform

Vedanta vichara, he will attain the supreme goal known as brahman or moksha
(SerE=TuE ) = moksha

3 quide: QUifde quicquiseead
QU QUIATGE qoiAdrafrsad ||
3 emied: nfed: mfed: |

om pdrnamadah pirnamidam purnatplrnamudacyate
pilrnasya plrnamadaya pirnamevavasisyate ||

on'éantih $antih $antih ||
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