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FEIfAT TARFAT ATHIARAHCTATH

A, I qdedTd, g I[F WFRTH,

sadasiva samarambham sankaracaryamadhyamam

asmad acarya paryantam vande guru paramparam

T — glorification; aeUIgehT — sandals of the teacher; Why is the guru's feet

worshipped? Feet represent the path taken by the teacher, the path prescribed by
the vedas, as a symbol of the vedika marga; the two feet represent the para vidya
and aparavidya; whereas gods might have many heads (Brahma, Shanmukha etc.)
& hands, legs are only two. Because of association with the feet of the guru, the
sandals become sacred.

th . .
In all the verses, 4" line is the same — THAYAH: W}m (Our repeated

prostrations to the two sandals of my teacher).

AT AT T |
RETAATCAGYAATFAT
AAIAR AR 12 |

anantasamsarasamudratara
naukayitabhyamgurubhaktidabhyam|
vairagyasamrajyadapujanabhyam

namonamahsrigurupadukabhyam||1||

HArAHARAHGARAIHIIAATSEAT — our pain is compared to an endless (anadi, ananta)

ocean; To cross this ocean, we require a boat. The local ships cannot help here.
Knowledge is taken from the guru and his sandals are taken to be the boat

(generally sandals are made of wood and wood float in water); silehT 3d 3TeRTd
g Sl I srfFaers=am — initially, our worship to the guru’s sandals may be

mechanical as it is not easy to forego our ego; but sooner or later, it will change the

heart of the person and he will discover true devotion to the teacher [iwmilﬂ{

— the two sandals which generate devotion to the teacher]; RPFT ATHATSAS qgma-'qi
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— guru can bless a devotee with both materialistic (FMHTSI#) and spiritual (AITTIH)

wealth. When? When they are worshipped a{ld?«IHIHIJQC\J—q&:‘IdJ—*’«I?«I\I &l

Fiacaarfafaremsear
AT aeEaTFIgAT R
o -~
FamaaTedtasai
AR AeaTgHTSATH (1Rl

kavitvavarasiniéakarabhyam
daurbhagyadavambudamalikabhyam|
durikrtanamravipattatibhyam

namonamahsrigurupadukabhyam||2||

$idcdd — poetry, poetic genius; status of being a poet; aRIf: = HHg:, ocean [A
@r-ariai) = STers; TR: = reservoir, collection]; ®facad aRIA fAAT FISAT- the

sandals are like the moon rising from the ocean of poetry; accordingly to mythology,
moon is supposed to rise from the ocean [3H§dHYAH] i.e. guru is a great poet;

visible in works like sivanandalahari, soundaryalahari; while writing works on brahma
sutra etc., mind cannot be let loose — precision is important; mind has to be kept
rigid; but while writing poetry, mind has to be highly imaginative — totally different

faculties are to be used [Test match (vs) 20-20]; elfTaeramgeAfa®saH-all the

misfortunes are compared to the forest fire — dry woods move in air and because of
natural friction, fire is induced (very big, spreads very fast, direction cannot be
determined — depends on wind e.g. helper at the hospital dies and patient survives)

[eTa: forest fire] — this forest fire cannot be put out by an method except by
naturewhich induced it[rain]; sandals of the guru is the rainy waters [3F<c# — A,

rain bearing clouds, maa%sﬁo : HTTelhT = series of clouds] my guru’s sandals are

like the rain for the forest fire of all my misfortunes — my guru’s sandals will remove
all my misfortunes, #gITevE:; qAFAEATATcATAsAT [[a9d calamity; dfd: series;

371H: devotee, T9eeT:, THHdcIHTASIA] all these calamities are thrown away

el [ ccl [l :GUehTATeATd — those sandals by which the series of calamities of

devotees are removed

Gurupaduka sthothram: downloaded from www.arshaavinash.in Page 3 of 12



Lecture by Swami Paramarthananda on Gurupaduka Sthothram

Tarar:sfafaaradi:
FeraeanrReRead:|
HFRAATEIEIfAaieansar
AAIAR ARSI (13 1

natayayohsripatitamsamiyuh
kadacidapyasudaridravaryah|
mukascavacaspatitamhitabhyam

namonamahsrigurupadukabhyam||3||

T2 (TrgEAY) A (@) aReaat ey AR @ + §- Rftw ag)

the worst among the poor i.e. poorest will attain (A<, dln&g:) the status of #afd:

instantaneously (31}[) even if they worshipped the sandals only once;

H@:m (mﬂ‘eg:) dumb people become bruhaspati - a guru’s sandal can

bestow both material and spiritual wealth

CICIEGIEIRREHEGIE L
AR a1 |
AHS ST SEafavers=aT

AAIAR AR (1% |

nalikanikasapadahrtabhyam
nanavimohadinivarakabhyam|
namajjanabhistatatipradabhyam

namonamahsrigurupadukabhyam||4]|

STTelIehat TSR TIIGTEATe AT  [ATellehe  lotus =ilehIel: compared to, similar to 3TTgdaTear

carried] the two sandals are carried by the lotus-like feet of the teacher;

AR faR®aTH  [[aReT removers STAIIGAIE many delusions; 31Tfe
consequent pains] AATSIATHISEATAYGISAT [T worshipping 378sedboon (&F)dfa —

q3FqTi.e. dharma, artha, kama, moksha]

CRUECIREE R EdITT e
ARG fRTSTesYF a4 |
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CRGECES DO IE AT E
AR AeUTE S|

nrpalimaulivrajaratnakanti-
saridvirajajjhasakanyakabhyam|
nrpatvadabhyamnatalokapamkteh

namonamahsrigurupadukabhyam||5]|

quifer A FeReTFfed AREfARTSSSIYF-aFIATA. — the writer thinks his guru as

the rajaguru. Kings (sJ9:) comes and prostrate. To bless these kings, the guru is
coming down. On both sides, many rows (37fel:) of kings are standing. As the guru is
coming, they all do namaskara. On the king’s head, there is the crown (#FHifer:). On

the crown, there are gems (Ic1). From the gems, the radiance (If=d) is spreading
all over. And the brilliance is not coming from not just one gem but from the rows
(#HforasT) of crowns. All over, there is brilliance (Tfed:) which looks like a flow of

radiance — imagine a river (F1Xd). The two rows of kings are like the banks of the
river. The brilliance is the water flowing. The sandals appear like two mermaids
(3= AcET:) swimming through the river; F[EIEETS-'&T — those sandals which bless

with kingship, power. For whom? adell&ded:To those lines (4f&d: this has now

become bandhiebhojanam from pankthibhojanam) of people without any caste/creed
differentiation who have offered prostration

TR RTR I FIRTS- T
ATTAAT oG E I RaTEITH |
STgaTfeaeNYoTaTSaTsaT
AT AEATGHSATHA N |

papandhakararkaparamparabhyam
tapatrayahindrakhages$varabhyam|
jadyabdhisams$osanabadavabhyam

namonamahsrigurupadukabhyam||6||
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RGP IIFIRISAT  The guru’s sandals are compared to a row of suns
(31%9FIRT) which are capable of destroying the thick darkness (37=%1R:) of the
student which is his sin; ATIAATRI-G@NEITFATH (ITCATIcHSBAT pain caused by
one’s own body or mind like sickness, depression etc.37i¢Hfadrd pain cause by
the surroundings over which we have some control like mosquitoes etc. 3Tfecias
dT9 pain coming from supernatural sources over which we have no control like floods,

lightning etc. — all that scientists can do is give a warning beforehand but nothing can

be done to prevent them; these 3 are compared to huge poisonous snakes-31fg:;
38l=g: means a huge snake; for the snake, the king of birds TaT:(@Ireaasia- that
which moves in the sky), garuda@31?a:, is the enemy; the guru’s sandals are like
the garuda that will destroy the snakes which are dM9=3) STgAeUAATOTATSaTsAT
[STgTHignorance SI8ETATA:3fd] ignorance here is compared to a huge ocean
(31fsk1:). Who will destroy this ignorance? [aT8d:underground fire] submarine fire will

dry up (F20YUT) the ocean of ignorance

AT YeHIgAsTaTsaT
AT AT |
wrearfR s Fagrea
AR AEATGHSAH b |

Samadisatkapradavaibhavabhyam
samadhidanavratadiksitabhyam|
ramadhavamaghristhirabhaktidabhyam

namonamahsrigurupadukabhyam||7||

&mﬁwgiﬁqa‘q‘ama-'qi [d37a: glory] the sacred sandals have the glory of bestowing
the student with the 6-fold inner qualifications [shama, dhama, uparama, titiksha,

sraddha, samadhanam]; WHOEHIAAAIFATH[TASITEIAT  one  which has

undertaken a promise] the sandals have taken a promise that whoever offers
prostrations will be blessed with knowledge (gradually in due course; cittashuddi ->

desire for Vedanta sravanam ->knowledge->moksha); TATerEIfRfeusiidaersar [aa:
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husband31fer:= dr¢;:] those which bestow the devotee with devotion to bhagavan [by

association with guru even if he is an atheist]

FATETRIOTA @ aseersar
TATETHE TR Y eRTSATH |
FAedreaHTaIGIeTaTsar

AAIAR AT IIGREAH (< |

svarcaparanamakhilestadabhyam
svahasahayaksadhuramdharabhyam|
svantacchabhavapradapujanabhyam

namonamahsrigurupadukabhyam||8||

FAETRIVTA T SeesdT [Fa=TRT: devotees committed to worship of the sandals]

we worship those sandals which bestow upon the devotees all favours;
RIWT&T?W&W [EaTeT Agni's wife "Hard: Husband 31&T: Eye] the one for

whom the eye is the fire [the other two eyes are the sun & moon] %TEJT the one

which carries i.e. supporters of Bhagvan Shiva i.e. the sandals which carry

Bhagavan Shiva who is none other than the guru ma-ﬁ[wo-_dz
Hoed:shIUTH, mind; ITSHATA: = clean] those sandals whose puja will bestow

chittashuddi on the devotees

FATTGHITIESTHAT
frawatrafaftea)
SrryeTsATgaRIaTeTs AT
AR STEATgEHTEATH IR ||

kamadisarpavrajagarudabhyam
vivekavairagyanidhipradabhyam|
bodhapradabhyamdrutamoksadabhyam

namonamahsrigurupadukabhyam||9||

FATE WY TTHSARIAT [goT= FH:, groups] the sandals are like garuda to the

multitude of snake-like desires [e.g. kaama] because they poison the mind; any
samskara involves doshanivrtti [e.g. applying soap] and [applying perfume after bath]
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fad® R A geramAthe sandals bestow the wealth () of discrimination and
dispassioni.e. gunaaadhanam ®YeI9ErsAT the sandals bless the student with

knowledge W&‘Iﬂﬁ-‘éﬂ the sandals bless the student with moksha instantly (§c#)

YU QUIATGT qoiAarafirsTe |
3 qnfed: rfed: enfed: |l
oni pdrnamadah pdrnamidam pdrnatpdrnamudacyate

pdrnasya pdrnamadaya purnamevavasisyate ||
oni §antih $antih santih ||
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