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Safijaya said:
To him who was sad and thus overwhelmed by compassion, whose eyes were filled with
tears and showed distress, Krsna spoke these words.



ZIRUCIGEIR]
FHreecall SHYAAITHE forw wraferam|

~ ¢

adlﬁgeHwJJH ||<1<=hu-|wj~1||2.2||

St TEFETE | 3T Pl O T SFRISEH STRETYY SThiTaRiy HeHeH [auH THuReday
IR

Sri Bhagavan said:

In such crisis from where has this despair come upon you, Oh! Arjuna? It is not at all
becoming of an upright man and does not add to your good name. Nor is it which leads one
to heaven.
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Oh! Partha, the vanquisher of enemies, do not yield to unmanliness. This does not befit you.
Give up this lowly weakness of heart and get up.
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Arjuna said:

Oh! Destroyer of foes! Oh! Destroyer of the demon, Madhu (Oh! Krsna!) How will I in this
battle fight with arrows against Bhisma and Drona, who are worthy of my worship?
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It would be better indeed to eat food collected from others here in this world than to kill
these highly exalted teachers. Whereas, if I kill them, the enjoyments of security and
pleasure I would experience in this world will be stained with blood.
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And, we do not know which of the two will be better for us — that we should conquer them
or that they should conquer us. The sons of Dhrtarastra, after slaying whom we will indeed
not want to live, stand facing us.
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Overcome by faint-heartedness, confused about my duty, I ask you which is definitely
better for me. Please tell me. I am your student. Please teach me, who has taken refuge in
you.
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I do not see anything that will remove the sorrow that dries up my senses, even if I were to
obtain an unrivalled and prosperous kingdom on earth and sovereignty over the denizens
of heaven.
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Safijaya said:
Having spoken to Hrsikesa (Lord Krsna) in this manner, Gudake$a (Arjuna), the scorcher of
foes, saying to Govinda, ‘I shall not fight,” became silent.
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Oh! Bharata, to him who was sad in the midst of both armies, Hrsikesa (Krsna), as though
laughing, said these words.
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Sri Bhagavan said:
You grieve for those who should not be grieved for. Yet you speak words of wisdom. The
wise do not grieve for those who are living or for those who are no longer living.
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There was never a time that I did not exist, nor you nor these kings. Nor will any of us cease
to exist in the future.
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Just as, how, for an indweller of this body, the jiva, there is childhood, youth, and old age,
so too, is the gaining of another body. With reference to that, a wise person does not come
to grief.
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Oh! Son of Kunti, the contacts of the sense organs with the sensory world which give rise to
cold and heat, pleasure and pain, which have the nature of coming and going are not
constant. Endure them. Oh! Descendant of Bharata.
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Oh! Arjuna, the prominent among men, the person whom these (sukha and duhkha) do not
affect, who is the same in pleasure and pain, and who is discriminative, is fit for gaining
liberation.
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For the unreal (mithyd), there is never any being. For the real, there is never any non-being.
The ultimate truth of both of these is seen by the knowers of the truth.
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Know that, by which this entire world is pervaded, to be indeed indestructible. No one can
bring about the destruction of the one that does not change.
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These bodies of the embodied one (the self), which is not subject to change, which is

indestructible, and which is not available as an object of knowledge, are said to be subject to
end. Therefore, Oh! Descendant of Bharata, fight.
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Both, the one who thinks this (self) to be the killer and the one who thinks of it as the killed,
do not know. This (self) does not kill; nor is it killed.
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This (self) is never born; nor does it die. It is not that, having been, it ceases to exist again. It
is unborn, eternal, undergoes no change whatsoever, and is ever new. When the body is

destroyed, it is not destroyed.
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Oh! Son of Prtha, the one who knows this (self) to be indestructible, timeless, unborn, and
not subject to decline, how and whom does that person kill? Whom does he cause to kill?
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Just as a person gives up old clothes and takes up new ones, so too, the indweller of the
body gives up old bodies and takes others which are new.

ST | it FeT S gedi Al A Bk (e UReasd el

ANAET TEIfd SURT A% Y&H: ST 3= Al dgad IRRI0T foema Siont

o s o o o
STl ALl Qg =d Aalld é-él[ HIHT |

TEARaThT: A |1 IR 11



53

HEAEABRT UF 3® -

A7 o=t~ yrafur A T=fa atEs: |

T 99 FEI=ATd: T INATT HAE: 11 33

IETOT U 7 e | UTeh: UF 7 el | T ¥ U 7 Fedi | Hied: T uard | 33

Weapons do not cut this (self); nor does fire burn it. Water does not wet (or drown) it and
wind does not dry it.
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This (self) cannot be cut, burnt, drowned, or dried. It is changeless, all-pervading, stable,
immovable, and eternal.
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This self is said to be unmanifest, not an object of thought, and not subject to change.
Therefore, knowing this, you should not grieve.
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And if you take the atman to have constant birth and death, even then, Oh! Mighty armed,
Arjuna, you ought not to grieve for the atman in this manner.
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Because, for that which is born, death is certain and for that which is dead, birth is certain,
therefore, you should not grieve over that which cannot be altered.
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All beings are unmanifest in the beginning, manifest in the middle, and (again) unmanifest
in the end. What indeed is there to grieve about, Oh! Bharata?
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One looks upon the self as a wonder. Similarly, another speaks of it as a wonder and
another hears it as a wonder. Still another, even after hearing about this self, does not
understand it at all.
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This atman, the indweller of the bodies of all beings, is ever indestructible, Oh! Descendant
of Bharata. Therefore, you ought not to grieve for all these people.
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And also, from the standpoint of your own duty, you should not waver. For there is
nothing greater for a ksatriya than a righteous war.
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And, Oh! Son of Prtha, only lucky ksatriyas get this kind of battle, which has come by
chance and which is an open gate to heaven.
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But if you refuse to engage in this war which is in keeping with dharma, then, forfeiting
your own duty and honour, you will incur sin.
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Also, people will speak of your unending infamy. For the honoured, dishonour is surely
worse than death.
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The great warriors will consider you as having retreated from the battle due to fear. And
you, having been so highly esteemed by them, will fall in their esteem.
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And belittling your prowess, your enemies will say many unutterable things about (you). Is
there anything more painful than that?

SATHARINT | STATA-AE STTHA-ARM  Fg 3THh-ThR AT qallfea:

([aNaY

SEEl R Foa: dd @ g2l Hard-sheni-gg T |

~

T Tt H=T-Tis: 1], §:@a] q fohH ad: FER 8 AR |1 38 11



68

ﬂ@gﬁ:WW: -

Tl oy w@t e ar Wisad wEm

TG NE HiT TFE FACATET: 11 39 11

T (W) T Ity o1 e W W a1 | Riwid g g8 Hameed: 3y ||
9

Destroyed, you will gain heaven; victorious, you will enjoy the world. Therefore, Oh! Son of
Kunti, get up, having resolved to fight!
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Taking pleasure and pain, gain and loss, victory and defeat to be the same, prepare for
battle. Thus, you will incur no sin.
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This wisdom with reference to self-knowledge has so far been told to you. Now listen also
to the wisdom of yoga, endowed with which you will get rid of the bondage of action, Oh!
Son of Prtha.
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In this, there is no waste of effort, nor are the opposite results produced. Even very little of
this karma-yoga protects one from great fear.
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With reference to this (1moksa), Oh! Descendant of Kurus, there is a single, well-ascertained
understanding. The notions of those who lack discrimination are many-branched and
innumerable indeed.
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Oh! Son of Prtha, the non-discriminating people, who remain engrossed in karma enjoined
by the Veda and its results, arguing that there is nothing other than this, those who are full
of desires with heaven as their highest goal, for the attainment of pleasure and power, utter
these flowery words that talk of many special rituals that are capable of giving better births
and various results of actions.

For those who pursue, pleasure and power exclusively, whose minds are robbed away by
those flowery words, well ascertained understanding does not take place in their mind.
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The subject matter of the Vedas is related to the three qualities. Oh! Arjuna, be one who is
free from the three-fold qualities, from (the sorrow of) the pairs of opposites, one who is
ever established in sattva-guna, one who is free from the anxieties of acquiring and
protecting, one who is a master of oneself.
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For the brahmana who knows the self, all the Vedas are of so much use as a small reservoir is
when there is a flood everywhere.
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Your choice is in action only, never in the results thereof. Do not be the author of the results
of action. Let your attachment not be to inaction.
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Remaining steadfast in yoga, Oh! Dhanafjaya, perform actions, abandoning attachment,
remaining the same to success and failure alike. This evenness of mind is called yoga.
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Action (based on desire) is therefore far inferior to that performed with the proper attitude
of karma-yoga. Seek refuge in this buddhi-yoga (of proper attitude) Oh! Dhanafijaya. Those
who perform action only for the results are misers.
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One who is endowed with the samatva-buddhi, sameness of mind, gives up both punya and
papa here, in this world. Therefore, commit yourself to karma-yoga. karma-yoga is discretion
in action.
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The wise, endowed with the attitude of karma-yoga, having given up the results of action,
free from the bondage of birth, indeed accomplish the end that is free from all affliction.
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When your intellect crosses over the impurity of delusion, then you shall gain a dispassion
towards what has been heard and what is yet to be heard.
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When your mind is no longer distracted by the Vedas (which present various means and

ends to be gained) it will remain steady, firmly established in the self. Then you will gain
self-knowledge.
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Arjuna said:

Oh! Kesava, what is the description of a person of firm wisdom, one whose mind abides in
the atman, self? How does such a person, whose mind is not shaken by anything, speak, sit,
and walk?
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Sri Bhagavan said:
When a person gives up all the desires as they appear in the mind, Oh! Partha, happy in
oneself, with oneself alone, that person is said to be one of ascertained knowledge.
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The one who is not, affected by adversities, who is without yearning for pleasures, and is
free from longing, fear, and anger is said to be a wise person whose knowledge remains.
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For the one who is unattached in all situations, who does neither rejoices on gaining the
pleasant and nor hates the unpleasant, his knowledge is well-established.
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And when, like the turtle that withdraws its limbs, this person is able to completely
withdraw the sense organs from their objects, his knowledge is steady.
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For one who does not feed the senses, the senses come back to oneself, leaving the longing
behind. Having seen Brahman (when the self is known) even the longing goes away.
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Because, the powerful senses of even the person who makes effort, who sees clearly,
forcefully take the mind away, Oh! Arjuna.
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May one who is endowed with discrimination, keeping all the sense organs in one's own
hands, sit in contemplation of Me. For the one who has all the sense organs under control,
the knowledge is well-established.
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In the person who dwells upon objects, an attachment is born with reference to them. From
attachment is born desire and from desire, anger is born. From anger comes delusion and
from delusion comes the loss of memory. Because of the loss of memory, the mind becomes
incapacitated and when the mind is incapacitated, the person is destroyed.
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Whereas, one whose mind is controlled, moving in the world of objects with the sense
organs under his or her control, free from likes and dislikes, attains tranquillity.
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When the mind is tranquil, destruction of all pain and sorrow happens because the
knowledge of one who is tranquil-minded soon becomes well established.
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For the one who is not tranquil, there is no knowledge. For the one who is not tranquil,
there is no contemplation and for the one who is not contemplative, there is no peace. For
the one who has no peace, how can there be happiness?
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The mind that follows the moving senses indeed robs the person of his knowledge, just as
the wind carries away a small boat on the waters.
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Therefore, Oh! Mighty armed Arjuna, the knowledge of one whose senses are completely
withdrawn (mastered) from their respective objects is steady.
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In that which is night for all beings, the one who is wise, who has mastery over oneself, is
awake. That, in which beings are awake, is night for the wise one who sees.
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Just as water flows into the ocean that is brimful and still, so too, the wise person into
whom all objects enter, gains peace, (remains unchanged); whereas, the desirer of objects
does not gain peace.
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Having given up all binding desires, the person who moves around, devoid of longing,
without the sense of limited ‘I’ and ‘mine,” gains peace.
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This is what is meant by being steady in Brahman, Oh! Partha. Having gained this, one is
not deluded. Remaining therein, even at the end of one's life, one gains liberation.
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Thus ends the second chapter called Sarnkhyayoga — The chapter of Knowledge — in the
Bhagavadgita which is in the form of a dialogue between Sri Krsna and Arjuna, which is the
essence of the Upanisads, whose subject matter is both the knowledge of Brahman and Yoga.
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